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the Individual Health Advocate of the
Year by the American Lung Associa-
tion of Genesee Valley. He is truly de-
serving of this honor.e

———

DELAWARE’S MOTHER OF THE
YEAR

e Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Mrs. Mary Jane
DeMatteis, Delaware’s Mother of the
Year 2000.

The story of Mrs. DeMatteis is one of
strength and devotion. After her loving
husband of twenty years passed away,
she was left to raise their six children
alone. Mrs. DeMatteis used her faith
and her love for her children to per-
severe through the most difficult of
times. While maintaining a job in the
Delaware court system, she was able to
find the time and energy to care for her
children and teach them the impor-
tance of family and love.

I have had the opportunity to witness
the product of Mrs. DeMatteis’ many
years of commitment to her children.
Claire, her daughter, is one of my most
senior advisors and her intellect and
strength of character is certainly a re-
flection of the profound influence her
mother has had on her life. Today the
legacy of Mary Jane DeMatteis con-
tinues as her ten grandchildren are
graced with the success and love that
Mrs. DeMatteis infused into the lives of
her children. I am sure that her impact
will be felt for countless generations to
come.

We all know that being a parent is
the most important job in the world. I
am extremely proud to recognize this
wonderful honor that Mrs. DeMatteis
so well deserves.e®

————

THE AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIA-
TION OF MICHIGAN-GENESEE
VALLEY REGION HONORS MOTT
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
to today to recognize Mott Community
College, which on April 13, 2000, will be
honored by the American Lung Asso-
ciation of Michigan-Genesee Valley Re-
gion as its 1999 Corporate Health Advo-
cate of the Year. Mott Community Col-
lege is being awarded for promoting
lung health in the workplace, for en-
couraging its employees to participate
in local non-profit organizations, for
demonstrating financial support to
these organizations, and for exhibiting
an overall dedication to improving the
quality of life of residents in the Gen-
esee Valley area.

Mott Community College has a defin-
itive plan to promote lung health in
the workplace consistent with the mis-
sion of the American Lung Association
of Michigan. There is a ban on smoking
in all college buildings, the college’s
health insurance providers offer var-
ious educational programs to support
employees who want to quit smoking,
and smoking cessation material and
counseling is available at the annual
Mott Community College Health Fair.
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The college also has a program of as-
sistance available to all students and
staff who are disabled or suffering from
disease, and has expended millions of
dollars to make its campus fully acces-
sible to the whole community.

Mott Community College is by its
very nature a community service, but
the college works hard to provide more
to Genesee County than educational
opportunity. Within its educational
programs, and particularly in the
health sciences, there is an interactive
community component: senior nursing
students work with area schools to pro-
vide health education classes, along
with basic health screening, for stu-
dents; faculty and staff work with the
Genesee County Health Department to
train teams, working through area
churches, to provide citizens with
health information; and the commu-
nity has access to diverse facilities and
programs on campus, programs which
are all aimed at improving the health
of the community.

Mott Community College also hosts
many important events where health
education is the theme. The annual
Mott Community College Health Fair
is a popular event which brings health
professionals and the community to-
gether. The college holds national
mental health town meetings, includ-
ing a recent public forum which Ms.
Tipper Gore chaired. On February 5,
2000, the college hosted the first annual
“Family Asthma Day,” in which three
asthma specialists presented informal
sessions on the management of asthma.
The event also included interactive
sessions for adults and children.

Mr. President, for over seventy-five
years, Mott Community College has
worked to improve the quality of life of
residents in the Genesee Valley area.
On behalf of the entire United States
Senate, I congratulate Mott Commu-
nity College on being named the Cor-
porate Health Advocate of the Year by
the American Lung Association of
Michigan-Genesee Valley Region. This
award is the representation of the hard
work of many people who truly care
about the Genesee County commu-
nity.e

————

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATOR’S
WEEK

e Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise
today to bring recognition to a very
special group of people in our Nation,
our public safety communicators.
These people are the ones who, hour
after hour, stand by ready to dispatch
emergency assistance to Americans in
times of crisis and often tragedy. In
1992, President George Bush set aside
the week of April 9th through the 15th
to bring special recognition to all of
those who dispatch emergency aid
across this great country. Everyday
Americans reach for the telephone to
dial the numbers 9-1-1, seeking a voice
that will bring them the help they so
desperately require. A parent holding a
child who has suffered a life threat-
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ening injury, an elderly person who has
no one else to turn to, or a family who
has awakened to a home filled with
smoke; they are all calling this number
just waiting for the voice that will
bring them much needed assistance.
The men and women who answer the 9—
1-1 call are the ones who often make
the difference between life and death
for thousands of people in this country
every single day. Our 9-1-1 dispatchers
are on call 365 days a year, 24 hours a
day, always there with that calm reas-
suring voice that puts hope back in the
hearts of those in need. It is a great
honor for me to bring recognition to
these unsung heroes of our country and
I hope that you will join me in offering
your praise and thanks.e

———

DR. JAMES BROWN AND THE
TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL ARMS CONTROL
CONFERENCE

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
today to acknowledge the upcoming
Tenth Annual Arms Control Con-
ference taking place in Albuquerque,
New Mexico. In recognition of this
Tenth Anniversary, I wish to empha-
size the tireless efforts of this con-
ference’s founder, coordinator, and in-
spiration, Dr. James Brown.

Dr. Brown’s career has long empha-
sized arms control. Not only has Jim
Brown devoted himself to this con-
ference for the past decade, but he has
also been a practitioner. He served in
several different capacities at the
Arms Control and Disarmament Agen-
cy, where he helped develop
verification regimes for implementa-
tion of the UN Security Council Reso-
lution to eliminate Iraq’s weapons of
mass destruction. He also worked in
the Pentagon as a special assistant to
the Deputy Undersecretary for Plan-
ning and Resources.

His academic resume is also impres-
sive. Jim was a professor at Southern
Methodist University, and a visiting
professor at Air University. He was a
founding director of the John Tower
Center for Political Studies and co-
taught courses with Senator Tower for
eight years. Jim Brown was also se-
lected as a senior Fulbright Scholar at
the University of Ankara. Most nota-
bly, he has authored and edited nine
volumes of scholarly work and 35 arti-
cles on Arms Control.

Dr. James Brown has dedicated many
years of his professional life in pursuit
of international understanding as a
fundamental prerequisite to progress
on arms control and disarmament.
Every year this conference reflects the
culmination of his personal commit-
ment. It is important to acknowledge
the unique contribution that this con-
ference has made and continues to
make toward achievement of global
peace and stability.

The disarmament and non-prolifera-
tion work of Sandia National Labora-
tories and the Cooperative Monitoring
Center are greatly enhanced and sup-
ported by the annual Arms Control
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Conference. This event should serve to
underscore Sandia Laboratories’
staunch commitment to a safe and sta-
ble international security environ-
ment.

The success of this annual event owes
itself to Jim’s reputation, his integ-
rity, his personal relationships with a
broad range of policy makers through-
out the global arms control community
and their trust in him. Jim’s diligence
has enabled the Albuquerque con-
ference to grow even more in stature
each year bringing credit on Sandia,
the Department of Energy and the
State of New Mexico.

Mr. President, New Mexico is fortu-
nate to have Dr. Brown as a citizen.e®

——————

RECOGNITION OF MR. DARVIN
ECKLUND, FOUNDER OF THE
CEDAR HEIGHTS ENVIRON-
MENTAL RESOURCES LEARNING
CENTER

o Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, in a
continuing effort to recognize excel-
lence in education I would like to
award Darvin Hcklund of the Cedar
Heights Environmental Resources
Learning Center in Port Orchard,
Washington with an ‘Innovation in
Education’ Award. Two years ago, Mr.
Ecklund, a Natural Resources teacher
at Cedar Heights Junior High, created
an after school center that focuses on
environmental activities and teaches
students the importance of rehabili-
tating our local natural resources. I
think Mr. Ecklund’s concept is a re-
markable after school option for junior
high students as an alternative, safe
environment where they can learn and
have fun at the same time.

The focus of the Cedar Heights Envi-
ronmental Resources Learning Center
aims to stimulate kids toward saving
the environment around them. Re-
cently, the Center renovated local
ponds and developed plant life to be
used in future rehabilitation projects.
Children learn to identify common and
scientific names of plants and wildlife.
To date, over six hundred salmon have
been raised in this Center! This is a
truly remarkable way to integrate
science into children’s lives with a
hands on approach.

We all know that we live in a busy
world where sometimes kids end up
waiting for their parents to return
from work. I cannot think of a better
way to see kids spend a few hours
after-school, as well as getting parents
involved in their children’s after-
school activities. Currently, there are
over one hundred kids participating in
this program. High school students are
also part of Mr. Ecklund’s staff and
help organize activities and provide as-
sistance as well.

Mr. Ecklund has also found a way for
kids at the Cedar Heights Environ-
mental Resources Learning Center to
develop a relationship with the retire-
ment community across the street. The
Center offers retirees an educational as
well as relaxing place to come and
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share time with the students. The Cen-
ter has made the paths around the En-
vironmental Center wheel-chair acces-
sible. After hearing this, I was encour-
aged that this community has found a
way to connect young people not only
to the environment, but to their elders.
I applaud Mr. Ecklund for creating
such an innovative program that con-
nects older and younger students to
helping the environment and spending
time with seniors.

Ms. Pat Green, Principal of Cedar
Heights Junior High, said the following
about Mr. Ecklund: ‘“‘He is passionate
about the environment and teaching
kids how to raise fish as a sustainable
resource. The kids are learning hands-
on science in action!”

Mr. Pat Oster, Assistant Principal of
Cedar Heights Junior High commends
Mr. Ecklund’s efforts, describing him
as, ‘‘a very caring and energetic person
who devotes generous time to the
many students he interacts with on a
daily basis.”

I have been a long supporter of pre-
serving the environment. I am im-
pressed by the originality of this pro-
gram and hope other after-school cen-
ters will follow in the footsteps of the
Cedar Heights Environmental Re-
sources Learning Center. This is truly
science in action!e

————

MRS. KATHERINE G. HEIDEMAN’S
90TH BIRTHDAY

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
to recognize Mrs. Katherine Grayson
Graham Heideman, resident of Han-
cock, MI, who today is celebrating her
90th birthday. It is my pleasure to
honor her not only for having reached
this landmark birthday, which is quite
an accomplishment in itself, but also,
and I think more importantly, for hav-
ing lived her life in a manner truly
worthy of commendation.

Mrs. Heideman was born in Audubon,
Iowa, the daughter of Katherine Gray-
son Brown and James Melville Graham.
She was the youngest of six daughters.
After attending high school in Audu-
bon, she headed out west to continue
her education, first receiving a B.A.
from the University of California-Los
Angeles in 1931, and then in 1934 earn-
ing an M.A. from the University of
Southern California. For the next
twenty years, Mrs. Heideman taught

English literature classes to inter-
mediate students in four different
states: California, Michigan, Illinois,

and the District of Columbia.

On July 6, 1934, Katherine married
Bert Heideman. The couple remained
together until in 1991, when Mr.
Heideman passed away. They had three
children together, Eric, Bert, and Eric.
The eldest child unfortunately died
just six months after he was born, and
Mr. and Mrs. Heideman named their
third child in his honor and memory.

In 1958, Mrs. Heideman became the
first woman to be named Houghton
County, Michigan, Superintendent of
Schools. She served in this capacity for
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four years, then spent twelve years as
Superintendent of the Copper Country
Intermediate School System, which in-
cludes Houghton, Baraga, and
Keweenaw counties. During these
years, Mrs. Heideman was a pioneer in
developing special education initia-
tives. All of her efforts culminated in
1974, when the Heideman Bill, HB5013,
was passed into law in the State of
Michigan. This law made it possible for
an intermediate school district to own
and operate a school for handicapped
children.

In 1982, Mrs. Heideman was elected to
the Hancock City Council, and there
she has continued to fight not only for
the rights of disabled individuals, but
also for the environment and the his-
toric preservation of Houghton county.
She is the author of a resolution for-
bidding any nuclear or toxic waste to
be transported through the city of Han-
cock, and of a resolution condemning
the dumping of iron ore tailings into
Lake Superior. Mrs. Heideman was a
charter member of the Hancock His-
toric Preservation Commission, and
continues to be a strong voice in the ef-
forts to retain the city’s old world
charm. She has played an instrumental
role in the attempt to get the city of
Hancock recognized as being the Finn-
ish American culture center of the
United States. And, due to her efforts,
a sister city relationship was formed
with the citizens of Porvoo, Finland. A
candidate seven times, she now begins
her eighteenth year representing the
first ward.

Mr. President, I applaud Mrs.
Heideman for her selfless dedication to
improving the quality of life for indi-
viduals not only in the city of Han-
cock, but the entire State of Michigan.
She is a remarkable woman and a true
role model. On behalf of the entire
United States Senate, I wish Mrs.
Heideman a happy ninetieth birthday,
and best of luck in the future.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:31 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered
from Ms. Niland, one of its reading
clerks, announced that the House has
agreed to the following concurrent res-
olutions, in which it requests the con-
currence of the Senate:
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